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Dear Students and Parents,

The summer reading assignment for Pre-Advanced Placement tenth graders will be Harper Lee’s To Kill a Mockingbird.  Published in 1960, this novel quickly became popular receiving the acclaimed Pulitzer Prize.  The story takes place in the 1930’s and spans three years of the life of young Scout Finch.  The story is told through the eyes of Scout as an older narrator reflecting upon events of her childhood growing up in a small Southern town.

I encourage you to visit http://www.neabigread.org/books/mockingbird/
to learn more about Harper Lee as well as obtain background knowledge for the novel.

As you read, you will complete assignments selected from Literary Tic-Tac-Toe assignment sheet.  Essays will be submitted to www.turnitin.com accounts by August 5, 2011.  If you do not currently have an account, please see Mrs. Mosier to make sure one is created before the end of the current school term.  If you have an account, you will be added to your new Pre-AP class and do NOT have to create a new account.  You will just be joining a new class only. The other two summer assignments will be turned in the first day of class. Copies of the novel are currently available for checkout in the library, and each student should stop by the library to check one out.  If you would like to purchase your own personal copy to allow you to write in the book as you read, you are welcome to visit a local bookstore to purchase the book.

When we begin the new school year, students will complete other activities related to this summer reading.

Have a good summer and READ.





Debbie Mosier
10th Grade English Teacher
	Theme
	

1
 
Express your ideas about the meaning of the book’s title in an essay of at least 500 words.  Use textual support (quotes) from the novel.  Submit to your www.turnitin.com account by August 5, 2011.
	2
 
A true gift, in one sense, is an unexpected blessing bestowed by a person—or even perhaps fate.  Some of them may be objects, while some may be things that cannot be seen but are no less important.  Early in the novel, the children find mysterious items in the knothole of a tree. Atticus gives them gifts of knowledge.  What are the gifts in TO KILL A MOCKINGBIRD?  Write an essay explaining how the gifts are important to the unfolding of the story?  Your essay should be 500 words in length.  Submit to www.turnitin.com by August 5, 2011.
	3
 
Compare an incident in the novel with a current event.  You should explain the similarities in an essay of at least 500 words. Submit your essay to www.turnitin.com by August 5, 2011.
 

	Analysis
	                                   4
Create a scrapbook that Scout might have kept during that eventful summer and fall in Maycomb.  Draw pictures or collect facsimiles of objects that she would have kept. Write entries describing each item.  Write the last page as though you are Scout as an adult.  Explain what the items mean to you now.  What do they symbolize about your childhood?  Turn in assignment on the first day of class.
	                                        5
Investigate a Supreme Court decision that deals with segregation, such as Plessy vs. Ferguson or Brown vs. Board of Education of Topeka, Kansas.  Answer the following questions:  Why did the case come to trial?  In what region  of the US did the case originate?  What was the Court’s justification for the ruling?  What were some of the  statements given by the justices who disagreed with the ruling? Present your findings in an essay or Power Point.  Turn in assignment on the first day of class.
	6
Prepare a report or Power Point on an individual who has taken a stand. Explain the issue, the person’s reasons for taking a stand, and the consequences that person faced.  Conclude with an explanation of why you find this person’s stand significant.  You might consider people like :  Mahatma Gandhi, Sojourner Truth, Rosa Parks, etc.  Turn in assignment on the first day of class.
 
 

	Visual
	7
Create a front page of the Maycomb weekly newspaper following the trial.  Include coverage of the trial and other articles that reflect the attitudes and lifestyle of the townspeople.  Assignment to be submitted on first day of class.
	8
Illustrate the personality of one of the main characters of the book.  Include quotations from the novel as textual support.  Present as a poster or Power Point presentation.  Assignment due on first day of class.
 
 
	9
Atticus tells Scout, “ You never really  understand a person until you consider things from his point of view—-until you climb into his skin and walk around in it.”  Make a collection of at least 5 wise sayings of Attiucus Finch and illustrate them.  Your product may be a scrapbook, poster, or Power Point presentation.  Assignment due on first day of class.
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