	Assigned Poetry & Visual Representation
	
1
Read and annotate Sonnet 138 by William Shakespeare.  Pay close attention to tone, theme, and poetic devices featured in the poem.  Then create a visual representation of the subject conveyed in the poem.  You may choose to create a collage, scrapbook, drawing, painting, photograph, etc.  Be creative and be sure that your work is original.

Due on the first day of class, August 22.
	 (
AP
 English IV Summer Reading Tic-
Tac
-
Toe
Possible Com
binations: 147, 258, or 369.
)2
Read and annotate “The Road Not Taken” by Robert Frost.  Pay close attention to tone, theme, and poetic devices featured in the poem.  Then create a visual representation of the subject conveyed in the poem.  You may choose to create a collage, scrapbook, drawing, painting, photograph, etc.  Be creative and be sure that your work is original.

Due on the first day of class, August 22.
	3
Read “The Century Quilt” by  Marilyn Nelson Waniek .  Pay close attention to tone, theme, and poetic devices featured in the poem.  Then create a visual representation of the subject conveyed in the poem.  You may choose to create a collage, scrapbook, drawing, painting, photograph, etc.  Be creative and be sure that your work is original.

Due on the first day of class, August 22.

	Assigned Literature & Analysis
	4
Read and annotate (with post-it notes) “The Jilting of Granny Weatherall” by Katherine Anne Porter and “A Rose for Emily” by William Faulkner.  Then, in a well-organized essay discuss how the narrative perspective and other devices featured in each selection contribute the characterization of each protagonist.  Be sure to embed text in your analysis and to explain the devices by following the rhetorical triangle.  Avoid mere summary, vague comments, or superficial analysis.
Due to turnitin.com by August 5th.
	5
Read and annotate (with post-it notes) “Young Goodman Brown” by Nathaniel Hawthorne and “A Worn Path” by Eudora Welty.  Then, in a well-organized essay explain how each author uses literary devices to convey the central conflict of each selection.  Be sure to embed text in your analysis and to explain the devices by following the rhetorical triangle.  Avoid mere summary, vague comments, or superficial analysis.

Due to turnitin.com by August 5th.
	6
Print, read, and annotate “Everyday Use” by Alice Walker and “The Lottery” by Shirley Jackson.  Then, in a well-organized essay compare and contrast the each authors’ use literary devices convey the theme of tradition in each selection.  Be sure to embed text in your analysis and to explain the devices by following the rhetorical triangle.  Avoid mere summary, vague comments, or superficial analysis.


Due to turnitin.com by August 5th.

	Novels & Written Response
	7
Palestinian American literary theorist and cultural critic Edward Said has written that “Exile is strangely compelling to think about but terrible to experience. It is the unhealable rift forced between a human being and a native place, between the self and its true home:  its essential sadness can never be surmounted.” Yet Said has also said that exile can become “a potent, even enriching” experience.

In The Scarlet Letter, Hester is a character who experiences such a rift and becomes cut off from “home,” (ie. birthplace, family, community, homeland, other special place, etc.).  Read The Scarlet Letter, and then write an essay in which you analyze how Hester’s experience with exile is both alienating and enriching, and how this experience illuminates the meaning of the work as a whole.  You may choose a work from the list below or one of comparable literary merit.  Do not merely summarize the plot.

(Adapted from 2010  AP Eng Lit Q3)

Due to turnitin.com by August 5th.
	8
In many works of literature, a physical journey—the literal movement from one place to another—plays a central role.  

In the novel Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain, Huck and Jim’s physical journey is an important element.  Read the novel, and then write a well-developed essay in which you discuss how the journey adds to the meaning of the work as a whole. Avoid mere plot summary.

(Adapted from 2006 Form B AP Eng Lit Q3)

















Due to turnitin.com by August 5th.
	9
A symbol is an object, action, or event that represents something or that creates a range of associations beyond itself.  In literary works a symbol can express an idea, clarify meaning, or enlarge literal meaning. 

Zora Neale Hurston’s novel Their Eyes Were Watching God features a number of symbols.  Read the novel and choose one such symbol.  Then, write an essay analyzing how that symbol functions in the work and what it reveals about the characters or themes of the work as a whole.  Do not merely summarize the plot.

(Adapted from 2009 AP Eng Lit Q3)














Due to turnitin.com by August 5th.




 
Resources for AP English IV Summer Reading
For the short story choices, you will need to check out a copy of the AP English IV textbook before the end of school.  The poem choices are listed below.
 (
#1
Sonnet 
138 
by William Shakespeare
When my love swears that she is made of truth,
I do believe her, though I know she lies,
That she might think me some untutored youth,
Unlearnèd
 in the world’s false subtleties.
5
Thus vainly thinking that she thinks me young,
Although she knows my days are past the best,
Simply I credit her false-speaking tongue:
On both sides thus is simple truth suppressed.
But wherefore says she not she is unjust?
10
And wherefore say not I that I am old?
Oh, love’s best habit is in seeming trust,
And age in love loves not to have years told.
Therefore 
I lie with her and she with me,
And in our faults by lies we flattered be.
#3
“The Road Not Taken” by Robert Frost
Two roads diverged in a yellow wood,
And sorry I could not travel both
And be one traveler, long I stood
And looked down one as far as I could
5
To where it bent in the undergrowth;
Then took the other, as just as fair,
And having perhaps the better claim,
Because it was grassy and wanted wear;
Though as for that the passing there
10
Had worn them really about the same,
And both that morning equally lay
In leaves no step had trodden black.
Oh, I kept the first for another day!
Yet knowing how way leads on to way,
15
I doubted if I should ever come back.
I shall be telling this with a sigh
Somewhere ages and ages hence:
Two roads diverged in a wood, and I--
I took the one less traveled by,
20
And that has made all the difference.
) (
#2
“The Century Quilt”
for
 Sarah Mary Taylor, Quilter
My sister and I were in love
with
 
Meema’s
 Indian blanket.
We fell asleep under army green
issued
 to Daddy by Supply.
5
When 
Meema
 came to live with us
she
 brought her medicines, her cane,
and
 the blanket I found on my sister’s bed
the
 last time I visited her.
I remembered how I’d planned to inherit
10 
that blanket, how we used to wrap ourselves
at
 play in its folds and be chieftains
and
 princesses.
Now I’ve found a quilt
1
I’d like to die under;
15
 
Six Van Dyke brown squares,
two
 white ones, and one square
the
 
yellowbrown
 of Mama’s cheeks.
Each square holds a sweet gum leaf
whose
 fingers I imagine
20 
would caress me into the silence.
I think I’d have good dreams
for
 a hundred years under this quilt,
as
 
Meema
 must have, under her blanket,
dreamed
 she was a girl again in Kentucky
25 
among her yellow sisters,
their
 grandfather’s white family
nodding
 at them when they met.
When their father came home from his store
they
 cranked up the 
pianola
30 
and all of the beautiful sisters
giggled
 and danced.
She must have dreamed about Mama
when
 the dancing was over:
a
 lanky girl trailing after her father
35
 
through his Oklahoma field.
Perhaps under this quilt
I’d dream of myself,
of
 my childhood of miracles,
of
 my father’s burnt umber
2
 
pride,
40 
my mother’s ochre
3
 
gentleness.
Within the dream of myself
perhaps
 I’d meet my son
or
 my other child, as yet 
unconceived
.
I’d call it The Century Quilt,
45 
after its pattern of leaves.
1 A quilt is a type of bedcovering often made by stitching together varied pieces of fabric.
2 Burnt umber is a shade of brown.
3 Ochre refers to a shade of yellow.
Reprinted on the College Board 2010 AP English Lit and Comp Exam by permission of Louisiana State University Press from 
Mama’s Promises 
by Marilyn Nelson 
Waniek
.
Copyright © 1985 by Marilyn Nelson 
Waniek
.
)
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May 2011

Re: AP English IV

Dear Students and Parents,

I commend you for the dedication and commitment that you are displaying by signing up for AP English IV.  In order to help you succeed in the class, I want to remind you about a few of the course requirements and expectations.  First, and foremost you must complete the summer reading requirements to secure your placement in the class.  Please see the attached Tic-Tac-Toe summer assignment and be sure to read the directions correctly.  Choose one of the possible combinations.  Be sure to submit the writing assignments to www.turnitin.com by August 5, 2011.  Once you have completed and submitted this written work, your assignments will be scanned for plagiarism and graded online.  In addition, the visual representation will be submitted in person on the first day of school, August 22, 2011.  It is very important that the work which you submit is your own original work and of high quality and that you submit it on time. If you do not successfully complete the work on time or are cited for plagiarism, then you will be enrolled in a regular English IV course.

If you successfully complete all of the summer work, then you will be enrolled in the AP English IV course.  Once you are enrolled in the course and we begin in August you should be prepared to read, to read closely, to read on a college level, and to read on a daily basis.  In addition, know that we will do a significant amount of intensive writing in the course, and that one third of this literature course is devoted to poetry.  Finally, I must impress that you will be expected to work like a college student since you will be expected to take the College Board AP English Literature and Composition Exam at the end of the course in May, and it will be your score on this exam that will determine whether or not you are eligible to receive college credit for the course.  

So, complete your summer reading, and then enjoy the rest of your summer, but begin exercising your body’s most valuable part, your brain, by reading on a daily basis!

If you have any questions about your summer assignments, please call or email in advance of the August 5th deadline.

Sincerely,



Mary Lynn Roe
AP English IV
979-245-4664 (school) 361-935-4319 (cell/home)
mroe@vvisd.org or marylynnroe@gmail.com 

NOTE:  PLEASE READ ALL the information in this packet and please sign and return the last page of the PAP/AP English Contract by Friday, May 27th!  You will also need to check out the course textbook by May 27th!  It is recommended that you purchase the novel you choose so that you can take notes in the book, but if you are unable to purchase the novel, then you may check it out from the library as well.

Also, a copy of this letter and the summer assignments can be found on the VVHS website under the link for the English Department.

Become a Fan of “VVHS AP English” on Facebook
so that you can message me and keep up with tips, deadlines, discussion topics, etc.!
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