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May 2011
	


Re: AP English III

Dear Students and Parents,

I commend you for the dedication and commitment that you are displaying by signing up for AP English III.  In order to help you succeed in the class, I want to remind you about a few of the course requirements and expectations.  First, and foremost you must complete the summer reading requirements to secure your placement in the class.  Please see the attached Tic-Tac-Toe Assignment sheet. Choose one of the possible combinations.  Be sure to submit the rhetorical analysis and argumentation writing assignments to www.turnitin.com by August 5, 2011.  Once you have completed and submitted this written work, your assignments will be scanned for plagiarism and graded online.  In addition, the visual argument and periodicals will be submitted in person on the first day of school, August 22, 2011.  It is very important that the work which you submit is your own original work and of high quality and that you submit it on time. If you do not successfully complete the work on time or are cited for plagiarism, then you will be enrolled in a regular English III course.

Once you are enrolled in the course and we begin in August you should be prepared to read, to read closely, to read on a college level, and to read on a daily basis.  In addition, know that we will do a significant amount of intensive writing in the course.  And, finally know that you will be expected to work like a college student since you will be expected to take the College Board AP English Language and Composition Exam at the end of the course in May.  I will be in Louisville, Kentucky June 10-18 actually reading/scoring this year’s exam.  As a student in AP English, you will be expected to take the AP exam at the end of the school year, and it will be your score on this exam that will determine whether or not you are eligible to receive college credit for the course.  The possibility of receiving college credit is a great advantage to you as a high school student.

So, complete your summer reading, and then enjoy the rest of your summer, but begin exercising your body’s most valuable part, your brain, by reading on a daily basis!  Also, be sure to try to become knowledgeable of current events and issues by reading other articles in the periodicals list.

If you have any questions about your summer assignments, please call or email in advance of the August 5th deadline.

Sincerely,




Mary Lynn Roe, Instructor
AP English III
979-245-4664 (school) 361-935-4319 (cell/home)
mroe@vvisd.org 


NOTE:  PLEASE READ ALL the information in this packet and please sign and return the last page of the PAP/AP English Contract by Friday, May 27th!
Also, a copy of this letter and the summer assignments can be found on the VVHS website under the link for the English Department.
	Current Events, Synthesis  &
Visual Argumentation
	
1*
Locate, print, read, and annotate 2 current event sources on the subject of freedom.  Create a works cited listing all your sources in MLA format.  Look for articles that focus on the relevance of freedom in society today.  Then create a visual argument to illustrate your perspective on the subject. You may do a Powerpoint, original comic strip, flyer, t-shirt, Flash animation, etc.

*See Periodical Guidelines
Due on the first day of class 8/22/11
	2*
Locate, print, read, and annotate 2 current event sources on the subject of high school sports.  Create a works cited listing all your sources in MLA format.  Look for articles that focus on the impact of sports in society today.  Then create a visual argument to illustrate your perspective on the subject. You may do a Powerpoint, original comic strip, flyer, t-shirt, Flash animation, etc.

*See Periodical Guidelines
Due on the first day of class 8/22/11
	3*
Locate, print, read, and annotate 2 current event sources on the subject of role models.  Create a works cited listing all your sources in MLA format.  Look for articles that focus on the characteristics of role models featured in society today.  Then create a visual argument to illustrate your perspective on the subject. You may do a Powerpoint, original comic strip, flyer, t-shirt, Flash animation, etc.

*See Periodical Guidelines
Due on the first day of class 8/22/11

	Assigned Readings & Rhetorical Analysis
	4
Print, read, and annotate MLK’s “I Have a Dream” and “The Declaration of Independence” by Thomas Jefferson.  Then, in a well-organized essay compare and contrast the strategies that each author uses to convey their perspective to their audiences.  Be sure to embed text in your analysis and to explain the devices by following the rhetorical triangle.  Avoid mere summary, vague comments, or superficial analysis.



DUE by 8/5/2011 on www.turnitin.com
	5
Print, read, and annotate “Proper Place for Sports” by Theodore Roosevelt and the excerpt from Friday Night Lights by H. G. Bissinger.  Then, in a well-organized essay compare and contrast the strategies that each author uses to characterize football.  Be sure to embed text in your analysis and to explain the devices by following the rhetorical triangle.  Avoid mere summary, vague comments, or superficial analysis.



DUE by 8/5/2011 on www.turnitin.com
	6
Print, read, and annotate Al Sharpton’s Eulogy for Michael Jackson and the Time Magazine article titled “Deformed by Surgery. Warped by Fame. The Sad End of an American Icon.”  Then, in a well-organized essay compare and contrast the strategies that each author uses to justify their portrayal of Michael Jackson and his legacy.  Be sure to embed text in your analysis and to explain the devices by following the rhetorical triangle.  Avoid mere summary, vague comments, or superficial analysis.

DUE by 8/5/2011 on www.turnitin.com

	Written Argumentation
	7
American essayist and social critic H. L. Mencken wrote, “The average man does not want to be free.  He simply wants to be safe.”  In a well-organized essay, examine toe extent to which Mencken’s observation applies to contemporary society, supporting your position with appropriate evidence. (Note:  You should only include evidence from your periodicals, the assigned readings, personal experience, and/or general observation.)
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DUE by 8/5/2011 on www.turnitin.com 
	8
For years corporations have sponsored high school sports.  Their ads are found on the outfield fence at baseball parks or on the walls of the gymnasium, the football stadium, or even the locker room.  Corporate logos are even found on players’ uniforms.  But some schools have moved beyond corporate sponsorship of sports to allowing “corporate partners” to place their names and ads on all kinds of school facilities—libraries, music rooms, cafeterias.  Some schools accept money to require students to watch Channel One, a news program that includes advertising.  And schools often negotiate exclusive contracts with soft drink or clothing companies.  Some people argue that corporate partnerships are a necessity for cash-strapped schools.  Others argue that schools should provide an environment free from ads and corporate influence.  Using appropriate evidence, write an essay in which you evaluate the pros and cons of corporate sponsorship for schools and indicate why you find one position more persuasive than the other.
2008 AP Eng Lang Q3
DUE by 8/5/2011 on www.turnitin.com
	9
In the introduction to her book Poison Penmanship: The Gentle Art of Muckraking, investigative journalist Jessica Mitford (1917-1996) confronts accusations that she is a “muckraker.”  While the term was used by President Roosevelt in his 1906 speech to insult journalists who had, in his opinion gone too far in the pursuit of their stories, the term is now more often used to refer to one who “searches out and publicly exposes real or apparent misconduct of a prominent individual or business.” With this more current definition in mind, Mitford was ultimately happy to accept the title “Queen of Muckrakers.”  Do you agree with Mitford’s view that it is an honor to be called a “muckraker,” or do you think that journalists who search out and expose real or apparent misconduct go too far in the pursuit of their stories?  Explain your position in a well-written essay that uses specific evidence for support.  (Note:  You should only include evidence from your periodicals, the assigned readings, personal experience, and/or general observation.)
2007 Form B AP Eng Lang Q3

DUE by 8/5/2011 on www.turnitin.com


 (
AP
 English III Summer Reading Tic-
Tac
-
Toe
Possible Com
binations: 147, 258, or 369.
)

Periodical Guidelines*
Each of your articles must be from different publications and must be at least 2 pages in length.
You may use the VVHS library’s online resources of Gale Group or Ebsco,
or you may use one of the periodicals listed below:
	Discover
	http://discovermagazine.com/ 

	Fortune
	http://money.cnn.com/magazines/fortune/ 

	Knowledge
	http://www.bbcknowledgemagazine.com/ (Click digital version on top right side)

	National Geographic
	http://www.nationalgeographic.com 

	Newsweek
	http://www.newsweek.com/ 

	Psychology Today
	http://www.psychologytoday.com/ 

	Rolling Stone
	http://www.rollingstone.com/ 

	Smithsonian
	http://www.smithsonianmag.com 

	Texas Monthly
	http://www.texasmonthly.com/ 

	The New York Times
	http://www.nytimes.com/ 

	The New Yorker
	http://www.newyorker.com/ 

	Vanity Fair
	http://www.vanityfair.com/ 


Periodicals should be current (meaning within the last 5 years, unless you contact me in advance for permission to use ones thar are older but still relevant in society today).
You must print each article and make annotations directly on the page.  You must type a separate works cited page to submit along with the articles and your visual argument on the first day of class, August 22, 2011.

Online Links for Assigned Readings
#4
Martin Luther King, Jr’s “I Have a Dream”
http://www.americanrhetoric.com/speeches/mlkihaveadream.htm
and
“The Declaration of Independence” by Thomas Jefferson
http://www.ushistory.org/declaration/document/

#5
Excerpt from Friday Night Lights by H. G. Bissinger
http://www.doe.mass.edu/mcas/pdf/2010/173492.pdf
and
Theodore Roosevelt’s Letter to Ted “The Proper Place for Sports”
http://www.bartleby.com/53/29.html

#6
Al Sharpton’s Eulogy for Michael Jackson
http://www.americanrhetoric.com/speeches/alsharptoneulogyformichaeljackson.htm
and 
Time Magazine Article Titled “Deformed by Surgery. Warped by Fame. The Sad End of an American Icon.”
http://www.time.com/time/specials/packages/printout/0,29239,1907409_1907486_1907582,00.html

Contact Information
Mary Lynn Roe, instructor
361-935-4319 (Cell) or marylynnroe@gmail.com
Also, become a Fan of “VVHS AP English” on Facebook
so that you can message me and keep up with tips, deadlines, discussion topics, etc.
oleObject2.bin
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